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Michael Corwin To fhampton@fec.gov
cc

bee

11/10/2010 03:15 PM

Subject MURG414 Response from Corwin, Dilion and Arango

Ms. Hampton,

Attached please find the response by Michael Corwin, Jeannine Dillon and Victor Arango
along with attachments (exhibits). Please let me know if you need anything else at all from us or
if you have any questions. I can be reached at . Thank you for your assistance.

MURG414 Response from Corwin Billon and Arango.pdf

Michael Corwin

Down these mean streets a man must go who is not himself mean, who is neither tarnished
nor afraid. The detective must be a complete man and a common man and yet an unusual
man. He must be, to use a rather weathered phrase, a man of honor. He talks as the man of

his age talks, thdt is, with rede wit, a lively sense of the grotesique, a disguest for sham, awd a
coniemyit for pettimess.-Raymond Chandler
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November 10, 2010

Ms. Frankie D. Hampton § m

Federal Election Commission Z om
999 “E" Strest NW o = 923
Washington, DC 20463 m s XTR
o L 3 903
Confidential via Email Transmission > = ono

£ =

RE: Case # MUR6414 g 2

Response to Complaint by Edward R. Martin, Jr.
Dear Ms. Hampton:

This is the response submitted by Michael Corwin, Jeannine Dillon and Victor Arango
to the complaint filed by Edward R. Martin, Jr. The complaint filed by Mr. Martin is
without merit and should be dismissed.

Backgroung

TheRealEdMartin.com is an investigative website that documents, through publicly
available information, Ed Martin's time as a mamber of the Archdiocese of St. Louis
Curia as it related to the pedophile priest scandal that engulfed that Archdiocese. The
Curia consists of “thase institutians and persons which assist the buhop in the

wmmmmmmema . the
, : 7 Lm._(Canon 469 Empham

Added) Members of tlus Archdlooesan board perform their administrative functions
under an oath of secrecy (that appears to have taken precedent over Ed Martin’s oath of
allegiance to the US Constitution and state law as an officer of the court) that cannot be

broken except urder the direction of the Archbishop. (Canon 471). Ed Martin was a
member of the Curia from 1998-2001.

TheRealEdMartin.com was created by two individuals, Michael Corwin and Jeannine
Dillon, in the exercise of their first amendment rights. The website, which is accessible to
the public for free and the companion video distributed both on the website and on
YouTube, a free public Internet video download website, per Title I, Chapter I, Section
100.26 are pot classified as a form of general public advertising. “The term general
public polithul advertising sinll not include communiontions wver the Inverns, suce
Jor conmmuinications plaoud for @ fee en gnother pomon’s Web site. ” (Emphasis Added).

Inaznet enmmunications arm tire anly mnmm of communication specificolly exempiod
from the dafinitian of public camnmmication. All ather forms of cammunication as
identifted in Saw. 100.26 inuluding benadoast, cehle, or satellite communication,
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newspaper, magazine, outdoor advertising facility, mass mailing, or telephone bank to the
gencral publiv are speclfically identified s a public commutiication,

In order for any communication to be “coordinated”, the FEC (In it's Coordinated
Comm.mmm ard Independent Expmbm Broehure) astablisfied a threa-prang

Tlms, becauu 'heReal’EdMar’tln.mm Is exempt lrom bemg a publie eommumntmn
umg a courdhvated conrmuntcation, —-TheRealEdMartin.com @xd the
companion video bevuuse of their free Iutter=et distribution resohed audiencas worldwide
including people fram Ausiralie, Freme and Riszland, 2 mege well bayand the “relevant
elentorate.” We rocoivaxd enagils domseatically fram individnals conzesund sbout pedoplile
priasts au their victims from as far mway as Califurnia ard Pennsylvania.
TheRealEdMartin.com was oovered by publicatians with nationai and internationai
audiences including The National Catholic Reporter and DailyKos among others,

Further, that the FEC treats unpaid Internet distribution as entirely dilferent from any
other form of communicationt is shown by both Title II, Chiepter I Sec. 100.155
“Uncompensated Internet activity by individuals that is not an expenditure” and Title
II, Chapter 1, Sex. 100.94 “Uneompenated Inmssat uotiviy by individaals thnt is pgé a
contributizn”, (Emnbanis addad).

(a) When an individaal or a group of individuals, uxting independanily ox in coordination
wz.b any candldme. authorized annmmee, or polmcal parly commmee engages in

. Urpo: , neither of the
following isan expendmcre (or cantrtbulwn) by that zmlxwdual or group of individuals:

(1) The individual’s uncanwensated pcrsonal serwccs Wﬂemﬂm
(2) The individual’s me of eq

regurdless of who ewns (s equipmw and servicss.

(b) Ireermut activiiies. For the serpase of tixs sxcilen, tin term “Internet aativitias "
includes, butt is net Llimited t0: Sending an forwnnding elecironic memages; providing a
hyperlini ov other direct asaess to anvsher persam's wabsite; blogging; cramiig
maiatgidiug ar hosting a vibsiie: paying & nominal fae far the use of another person’s
weksite; and.any ather form of aimmynication diitrilnded ever the Interngt ”

Thus, as long as the specific Internet activity is uncompensated, the FEC even
permits coordination. It is also clear by the wording in SEC 130.55 and SEC 108.94

tlut it is the !ntenm lctlvlty that nmst be moupennted. w&m

Becanse by definitisn there was an coerdinatian, no expradiinze and no contribation
fram ar on behalf of the Carnahan Campeign, no disclasure wes requimd on it's behalf.
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Among the many false assertions made by Ed Martin in his complaint was that two
payments made by the Carnghen Compaign to Veritas Research, LLC (Jeannine Dillon
and her hushand Victor Arango), both of which were propetly reported by the Carnahan
Campaign somehow were paid to Dillon and Arango to create the website. However, as
the attached invoices show, both payments to Veritas pertained specifically to billable
hour fieldwork and research done in St. Louis, MO including travel expenses such as air
fare, hutel and rental car.

Jeannioe Dilinm submeitted an email invoice to Angela Barranco of the Carnahan
Campaign on August 3, 2010 in the amount of $4500 labeled “Phase 1 (St. Louis, MO)
for “general reseurch; documicnt research, jre-production research, and all prodnction-
related fieldwork. Fee includes all travel expenses.” (See Invoice Marked Exhibit A).
This work was performed in St. Louis, MO from August 12-15". (See Air Hinerary and
Hotel Bills Marked Exhibit B). It should be noted that in his complaint Ed Martin refers
to this as a payment made on August 2,°2010. No where in this invoice is there any
mention of Interaet Activity.

Jearenine Dillon submitond a second emuil invoice to Argels Bermareo of the Caraghen
Campuaign on Sagirmbar 22, 2010 Iabeled “Phase II (Second Research Trip to St. Louis,
MO). The itemized invoice broken down by work billed at an hourly rate, travel related
expenzes and otkar work, was described as “Servioes to include genera! resanrch,
document research and review/telephone interviews and fieldwork. Fee includes all
research services and all travel-related expenses for two-person team.” (See Invoice
Marked Exhibit C). This work was performed in St. Louis, MO an September 4-5, 2010.
(See Alrline Rinerary Marked Exhibit D). No where in this invoice is there my
mention of Intermet Activity.

No other payments wers made to eisher Michisel Corwin, Jemunine litllon or
Victor Arangp: Thmy §§ is quide chenr thstino payeients unxos mmnle by the Gayealian
Camnrign fer any Intornet Actinity. Thus, the Internet activity was uncompensated.

Tt should also be noted, since it is raired in Bd Martin’s complaint, that Michnel
Corwin received a payment in April 2010 as a metainer for research services. (See Invoice
Marked Exhibit E). Corwin was paid as a subcontractor through LKK Partners, Upon
information and belief, the Carnahan Campaign disclosed, as required By iaw, all
payments that it made to LKK Partners. Contrary to Ed Martin’s false assertion,
Michar! Gorwin uins never en “capleys” of the Carnalms Camnjinign.

Tacmination of Wok Relatinpshi

Because of ihe exceptivaally difficult natureiof the subject matter of tbe investigation,
pedophile priests and child molestation, a tift developed hetween members of the

- - —
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Carnahan Campaign and Michael Corwin and Jeannine Dillon. Campaign Manager
Angela Bazsanco aret Mediu Consultant Cliristoplser Kloso graw increasingly reluetunt to
use thel infoematian pegurding Murtin's eele an the Curia ami the prdmphile prisst soandal.
Thair opposition arose from a fear of alienating the “Catholic Voto”. This lead te
incressingly hested discuasions in which Barranea became more adumant that this
information could not be used. Corwin, a plaiatiff litigation case preparatian investiggtar,
who handles between five and ten casas of child abuse/molestation per year and Dillon,
who is in graduate school to earning a degree in child and family counseling with a
special emphasis on treating victims of abuse/molestation grew equalily as adamant that
the information needed to be brought forward because Ed Martin’s choosing to remain
silent in tho face of molestaticn is a grave matter of public interest. I many swstas fuiling
to meport khowludge of molestation carl e groumds for civil umd/ar crimmirnl presepuxion.

On September 18, 2010, Michnal Corwin, npon learniag that Pope Benedict XV1, an
September 16, 2010, gave the strongest condemnation yet of the Catholic Church’s
failure to cemove pedophile priests, sent an email to Barranco believing he finally had
strong enough information to break the impasse with Barranco over using the materials.
However, on September 19®, Barranco responded back, “although this is a good step, the
insular people of St. Louis will see this as an attack on the church,.no matter whest
happens at the jrapal level.” (Bee Ermail Marked Exhibit F).

Realizing that there was no way that Barranco would appsove using the information, a
decision was made to wait until Dillon could invoice and receive payment for the prior
fieldwork done September 4-5, 2010 from Barranco and after receipt of payment to break
away from the campaign.

On Getober &, 2010 Corwin sent 2t email to Barraneo entithed “Termination of Work
Relmionskip™. (See Enmil Marked Exhibit G), Corwin asti Dillon termimited the werk
relsticmship with the Camshian Campaign citing the refusal to move forward following
the. Pope’s statement, It should be noted that Corwin discussed with two separate
attorneys familiar with federal campaign law before deciding o end the iclationship.

On October 6, 2010, Barranco responded with an email, “From this point forward,
Curnahan in Congress has nothing 1o do with this mater, and wé wish to have no filture
involvement in it. We alsv understand that we have no further debts o you, as per your
final invoice. ” (Seo Emuil Marked Exhibit FY). No furter pay=sents viere made by the
Carnahan Campaign to either Corwin or Dillon.
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* At that time, Corwin and Dillon decided to proceed on their own, at their own expense
with TheRenlEdMartin.eom webnite sral video. Corwin puschused the Damzin sace
TheReal EdiManin.com from GoDaddy for approximaely $12.00 inclulling tax and
purchased for a full year web hosting by Fut Com far $44 for the year ($3.67/mputh),
Those were the only expenses for the website,

Dillon asked her husband, Victor Arango, who up until this time had no role in any of
the investigmion, to design and create the website. Arango did so at no cost, donating his
time and services to creste the website, while Corwin prepared Whe written centemt of the
website and Dillow prepanad @ video. Coswin and Billon alse wers not compowsatd by

anyone for then mle in my of the lbwmet mmivuy MMW

Because of the consideratle public interest at issue invalving the molesting of children,
Corwin and Dillon decided to distribute the video under their own names with the
following disclosure:

“This wehsite comples with I'15C Reyulations, Sec. 109.26, 100.135 and 100.94,
This websitn, awd all its contents, including the investigation, the video report. and the
seritten report are distributed free to the public via the Iniernel. The information
distributed herein bos et icn paid for, endorsed, or appioved by any political party.
interest graup, candidate, ar campaigr. All baokgy ound evideuce smrce material
included on the website and used in the reports was and is available to the public at no
cust. Michael Corwin and Jeannine Dillon are solely rexpuinsible for the content of ihis

wehsite.
Yerificationp Under Penalty of Perjury

, thet the foregoing llwpcrse to Comaplaint is true
of November, 2010 in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Michaet Cerwin
11024 Montgomery Blvd. NE #128
Albuquerque, NM 87111

J, declave under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing Response to Complaint is true
and correct: Execured tln;& day of November, 2010 in Denver, Colorado.

W—— -

Vigtor Arango

Denver, Colorado 80220

Denver, Colorado 80220
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